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Article 29: Children’s education should develop each child’s personality, talents and abilities to the fullest. It
should encourage children to respect others, human rights and their own and other cultures. It should also help
them learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect other people.

Our Curriculum Policy details our intent behind our curriculum, how we implement it and our desired impact.
At RCSAT, the school curriculum consists of all those activities designed or encouraged within its organisational
framework to provide the intellectual, emotional, personal, social, spiritual and physical development of all its
pupils. It includes not only the subject specific curriculum but also the ‘informal’ programme of enrichment and
extra-curricular activities.

The curriculum at RCSAT, developed over a number of years, is firmly rooted in and stems directly from our
Vision, Mission and Core Values.

Our Vision - ‘Let your Light shine’ Matthew v5:16

Our Mission - ‘A Caring Christian Family Where We Grow Together’

Our Core Values - WE aim to create an enjoyable, inclusive, safe, and nurturing environment that allows all
children to develop spiritually, morally and socially. - every child is a child of God, made to contribute to our

world.

We aim to create an inspiring environment, which encourages enthusiasm for lifelong learning and establishes
an expectation of high standards - knowing the way, showing the way and going the way.

We aim to encourage caring, sensitive, and inclusive attitudes where individuals feel secure, valued and
respected by others. - like Jesus showed us through his teachings.

We aim to provide a broad and connected curriculum which challenges and develops the potential of each child
- as Jesus needed his disciples to support and guide, so we look to others with more knowledge.

We aim to develop a positive relationship between home, school and our wider community - as a family - as
brothers and sisters.

* Loving God, loving and accepting ourselves
and loving and responding well to others PSHE and Pastoral
* Ajoy of learning
« A peaceful classroom environment
* Kindness and generosity towards others
* Gentle interactions
« Patience and understanding
* Excellent behaviour and positive attitudes

i

‘@oes Jo

Ajngesip ‘speau [eroads ‘Jepuab jo ssejpiebas Ajiunpoddo jo Ajjenba uealb ase
s|idnd ||e jey) sainsua pue AJISISAIp S8)BIqaID 1) [00yds aaisnul ue Buleg

-

The RCSAT curriculum is designed to:

The Fruit of the Spiritis Love,

Joy, Peace, _Pa(len.eo. Kindness, 'rm
Embody - the Christian values we live by Gentionees RSS!
Galations 5: 22-23
Computing
& Esafery

Enable - all children to flourish in mind,
body and spirit

Love the Lord God with all

your heart, with all your soul
and with all your mind. Love
your neighbour as yourself. s

Matthew 22: 36-40

Ensure - that all pupils are given the
experiences to ‘Let their Light Shine.’
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« Positive relationships
* High levels of praise

« Love and care for others
« Leaming from mistakes
« Fostering a growth mindset & perseverance s'v‘s

« Equal rtunity for all is oars
qual opportunity pupll ¢
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Christian Distinctiveness * Nurturing positive self-esteem




Intent:

The schools within RCSAT are strongly committed to helping our children grow and develop the skills required
to be successful in life. Our curriculum is designed to promote every child’s individuality giving them the skills,
knowledge and understanding to prepare them for the future. At RCSAT, our Connected Curriculum is planned
around the development of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding. We ensure a curriculum that nurtures
fascination and imagination and promotes an appreciation of creativity & individuality. One that also works in
strong partnership with parents and carers to ensure high standards, engendering a strong sense of community,
where all children and families are key to the delivery of a challenging, inspirational and innovative curriculum.

As a trust, we provide varied opportunities throughout their time with us, which promote independent,
interactive and collaborative learning that builds on the children’s natural curiosity and eagerness to learn. We
teach children to aspire to be the best possible version of themselves through our key drivers.

Our Key Drivers:
e Inspirational and connected curriculum which instils a love of learning
e Curiosity and appreciation of God’s world through our Christian Values

e A culture of care for everyone in our community and in the world around us (RRSA, Global Learning,
British Values)

e Aspiring to become the best person God created us to be - Let your light shine (Matthew 5:16)

Academic success comes through creativity and problem solving; responsibility and resilience, as well as physical
development, well-being and mental health all being key elements in supporting the whole child through their
learning journey. Our curriculum also celebrates diversity and utilises the skills and knowledge of the
community to enhance our curriculum while supporting the children’s emotional and spiritual development.

Implementation:
Our curriculum is driven by a desire to develop the whole child and therefore delivers much more than just the
National Curriculum.

Our connected curriculum provides opportunities for the children to learn about managing themselves,
relationships and situations.

Our curriculum is not simply a set of encounters from which children form ad hoc memories; it is designed to
be remembered in detail - to be stored in our children’s long-term memories so that they can later build on it,
forming an ever wider and deeper pool of knowledge.

Our curriculum is connected. Itis planned vertically between year groups, horizontally within the academic
year and diagonally to build on prior knowledge.

Our connected curriculum stems from a key question linked to a specific concept which then underpins the
children’s learning. Knowledge around this concept is delivered through primary sources such as high-quality
texts, music, art and technologies, enabling connections to be made across a range of National Curriculum
subjects. Our teachers skillfully plan to ensure the children in their class experience a curriculum that inspires
a love for learning.

Our curriculum is predominantly organised around rich and engaging, high-quality texts, making links and
connecting to all curriculum areas where relevant. There is always an overarching text which connects the
curriculum across the school. Beneath which sit key texts in each year group. Subject leads ensure progression
and coverage of knowledge, skills and understanding are weaved into a meaningful and cohesive curriculum
drawing in learning based on local, national and international events.

Medium term plans outline the learning to take place for the term and are developed as mind maps using the
phrases; As Artists, As Geographers, As Historians, As Writers, As Readers, As Mathematicians, As Musicians, As
Programmers, As Designers, As Performers, As respectful, responsible citizens to frame ideas and concepts to
be taught. The core basic skills of English and Maths are planned and delivered to reflect the National
Curriculum 2014 changes and many elements of the new statutory orders are reflected in our practice.



We also feel that the following are necessary to support the implementation of our connected
curriculum:

Learning Environment - We work hard to make sure that our learning environment supports the
development of the whole child both inside, outside and beyond. Our classrooms are well organised and
resourced allowing children to choose resources independently to support their learning. Our outdoor areas
have been developed to enhance our connected curriculum with developments such as: running paths, outdoor
stage, mini woodland, outdoor reading provision, wilderness area and forest schools. This enables pupils to
explore at break and lunch-times and gives teachers a range of resource to tap into to support teaching and
learning at various points within the year.

Learning Partners - It is important that as a school we engage with external partner, locally, nationally and
internationally to bring added dimensions to our curriculum offer. We partner with artists, musicians, coaches,
poets, cultural organisations, engineers, other schools to bring expertise and difference to our curriculum offer.
These may be short term projects over a few weeks or much longer endeavours. It is through these
partnerships that we may light a spark of interest, enthusiasm and passion within our children that they may
carry forward with them into their future lives and schooling.

New Pedagogies - As we continue to develop our curriculum, our approach to teaching and learning also
develops. We take a blended learning approach where multiple disciplines will be touched upon within a
lesson. It may be a ‘Science’ based lesson where problem solving, maths, literacy and art disciplines are
enveloped within the taught session. Project based inquiry learning coupled with direct instruction ensure that
our curriculum is relevant and provides children with opportunities to develop the skills of communication,
collaboration, critical thinking, citizenship and creativity whilst also building their own character.

Impact:
Through our connected approach:
e QOur children will have the capacity to control and express their emotions and handle interpersonal
relationships whilst keeping themselves safe.
e QOur children will become confident and successful lifelong learners, demonstrating the
Christian Values to ensuring they let their individual lights shine as they make the right choices
about their learning.
e QOur curriculum has an ambition for high achievement of all pupils irrespective of their
background or starting point.
e QOur curriculum promotes a love of learning.

The curriculum also includes those features which produce the school's ethos (i.e. the ‘hidden curriculum”) such
as the quality of relationships and the values exemplified by the way the school sets about its task.

Our aim is to provide a curriculum which will firstly expand the pupil’s knowledge, experience and imaginative
understanding, and thus his/her awareness of moral and Christian values and capacity for enjoyment, and
secondly, enable the pupil to enter the world after formal education is over as an active participant in society
and a responsible contributor to it, capable of achieving as much independence as possible.

There is an Act of Worship every day. Worship is a time where we come together to reflect on the school’s
vision and to learn about the ‘person, love & work of Jesus’ which is central to the school’s vision and curriculum
The daily Act of Worship promotes the Christian and Learning values which permeate the ethos of the school.
As such, Worship is an essential part of the school day and the contributions of staff, pupils, clergy and other
visitors are valued highly.



Why is Reading Important?

English is a vital way of communicating in school, in public life and internationally. Literature in English is
rich and influential, reflecting the experience of people from many countries and times. In studying English
pupils develop skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. It enables them to express themselves
creatively and imaginatively and to communicate with others effectively. Pupils learn to become enthusiastic
and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama as well as non-fiction and media texts.

Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially
and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both
to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. The study of English helps pupils understand
how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Using this knowledge pupils can choose
and adapt what they say and write in different situations.

RCSAT’s Vision for Reading - On completion of the Reading curriculum our pupils will have developed:
¢ Excellent phonic knowledge and skills.
¢ Fluency and accuracy in reading across a wide range of contexts throughout the curriculum.
¢ Knowledge of an extensive and rich vocabulary.
¢ An ability to use prediction, questioning, clarifying, summarising and inference, as well as prior
knowledge, to demonstrate excellent comprehension of texts.
¢ Extensive knowledge through having read a rich and varied range of texts.

Reading at Warmingham

Reading is a source of pleasure as well as the key which unlocks learning. As adults, we will all remember the
book which ignited our love of reading. Our study themes are also planned around quality texts to ensure we
instil a love of reading.  They help us to understand the world we live in, teach us about where we come from,
and help us to see possible futures. Stories and books are our education and our escape. They can lull us to
sleep and inspire us into action which is why they play such a significant role in the education of our children.

The teaching of reading and comprehension skills are taught through Read, Write, Inc (Reception and Year 1)
and Pathways to Read (Years 2 to Year 6). Both use a combination of whole class, group and individual work
to deliver a systematic approach to the teaching of reading across the school. Children read to a range of
purposes throughout the day for themselves, to adults, either individually or in groups throughout the school
day.

Learning to read is just like learning to play a musical instrument - little and often is the best

approach. We involve parents/carers in children’s reading as much as possible. It's vital that we work with
our families to ensure our children become competent readers. Their Individual Reading Records are an
important source of communication between home and school throughout their time with us. We use a
structured reading scheme alongside a wide range of fiction and non-fiction.



A RCSAT Reader

YEAR 1 Word Reading
[ can match all 40+ graphemes to their phonemes.

[ can blend sounds in unfamiliar words.
[ can divide words into syllables.
I can read compound words.

e [ canread words with contractions and understand that the apostrophe represents the missing
letters.

e [ canread phonetically decodable words.

e I canread words that end with ‘s, -ing, -ed, -est

e [ canread words which start with un-.

e Icanadd -ing, -ed and -er to verbs. (Where no change is needed to the root word)
e I canread words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs.

YEAR 1 Comprehension
e [ can say what I like and do not like about a text.
[ can link what I have heard or read to my own experiences.
[ can retell key stories orally using narrative language.
[ can talk about the main characters within a well-known story.
[ can learn some poems and rhymes by heart.
[ can use what I already know to understand texts.
[ can check that my reading makes sense and go back to correct myself when it doesn’t.
[ can draw inferences from the text and/or the illustrations. (Beginning)
[ can make predictions about the events in the text.
I can explain what I think a text is about.

YEAR 1 Greater Depth in Reading
e [ canread accurately and confidently words of 2 or more syllables.

e [ can talk about my favourite authors or genre of books.

e [ can predict what happens next in familiar stories.

e [am happy to read aloud in front of others.

e [ can tell someone about my likes and dislikes related to a story I have read or a story [ have had read to
me.

e I canread a number of signs and labels in the environment drawing from my phonic knowledge when
doing so.

e am aware of mistakes made when my reading does not make sense.

e Icanre-read a passage if I'm unhappy with my own comprehension.

e T have a growing awareness of how non-fiction texts are organised.

YEAR 2 Word Reading
e I can decode automatically and fluently.

[ can blend sounds in words that contain the graphemes we have learnt.

[ can recognise and read alternative sounds for graphemes.

I can read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same GPCs.

[ can read words with common sulffixes.

I can read common exception words.

[ can read and comment on unusual correspondence between grapheme and phoneme.
[ read most words quickly and accurately when [ have read them before without
sounding out and blending.

e | canread most suitable books accurately, showing fluency and confidence.



YEAR 2 Comprehension
[ can talk about and give an opinion on a range of texts.

I can discuss the sequence of events in books and how they relate to each other.

[ use prior knowledge, including context and vocabulary, to understand texts.

[ can retell stories, including fairy stories and traditional tales.

[ can read for meaning and check that the text makes sense. I go back and re- read when
it does not make sense.

[ can find recurring language in stories and poems.

[ can talk about my favourite words and phrases in stories and poems.
[ can recite some poems by heart, with appropriate intonation.
[ can answer and ask questions about the text.

[ can make predictions based on what I have read.

I can draw (simple) inferences from illustrations, events, characters’ actions and speech

YEAR 2 Greater Depth in Reading
e  When reading aloud I can improve my meaning through my expression and intonation.

e I canidentify and comment on the main characters in stories and the way they relate to
one another.

[ can self-correct, look backwards and forwards in the text and search for meaning.

[ can comment on the way the characters relate to one another

I can show an understanding of the main points of the text and re-tell the story.

I can make sensible predictions about what is likely to happen in the story and to
different characters.

e [ know how suspense and humour are built up in a story, including the development of
the plot.

e [ canrecognise similarities in the plot or characters within different stories.

e [ can extract information from non-fiction texts, appropriately using contents, index,
chapters, headings and glossary.

e [ canread poetry, using intonation and expression, and I can handle humour
appropriately when needed.

Year 3 Reader Word Reading
e [ can apply my knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read and aloud to understand the

meaning of unfamiliar words.
e [ canread further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound.
e [ attempt pronunciation of unfamiliar words drawing on prior knowledge of similar looking words.

Year 3 Comprehension
e Iread arange of fiction, poetry, plays, and non-fiction texts.

e ] can discuss the texts that I read.

e [ canread aloud and independently, taking turns, and listening to others.

e [ can explain how non-fiction books are structured in different ways and can use them effectively.

e [ can describe some of the different types of fiction books.

e [ can askrelevant questions to get a better understanding of a text.

e [ can predict what might happen based on the details I have read.

e [ candraw inferences, such as inferring a characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions.

e Icanuse adictionary to check the meaning of unfamiliar words.

e [ can identify the main point of a text.

e [ can explain how structure and presentation contribute to the meaning of texts.

e [ can use non-fiction texts to retrieve information.

e [ can prepare poems to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone,
volume, and action.



Year 3 Greater Depth in Reading

[ can skim materials and note down different views and arguments.

[ pause appropriately in response to punctuation and/or meaning,.

[ can justify predictions by referring to the story.

[ am beginning to find meaning beyond the literal, e.g. the way impressions of people are conveyed
through choice of detail and language.

[ can read ahead to determine direction and meaning in a story.

[ can investigate what is known about the historical setting and events and their importance to the
story.

I can work out from the evidence in the text what characters are like.

[ can explore figurative language (simile, metaphor etc.) and the way it conveys meaning effectively.
[ can identify the way a writer sets out to persuade.

I can explore the relationship between a poet and the subject of a poem.

Year 4 Reader Word Reading

[ can apply my knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read aloud and to understand the
meaning of unfamiliar words.

[ can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound.
[ attempt pronunciation of unfamiliar words drawing on prior knowledge of similar looking words.

Year 4 Comprehension

[ know which books to select for specific purposes, especially in relation to science, geography and
history learning.

[ can use a dictionary to check the meaning of unfamiliar words.

[ can discuss and record words and phrases that writers use to engage and impact on the reader.

[ can identify some of the literary conventions in different texts.

[ can identify the (simple) themes in texts.

[ can prepare poems to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone,
volume and action.

[ can explain the meaning of words in context.

[ can ask relevant questions to improve my understanding of a text.

[ can infer meanings and begin to justify them with evidence from the text.

[ can predict what might happen from details stated and from the information [ have deduced.

[ can identify where a writer has used precise word choices for effect to impact on the reader.

I can identify some text type organisational features, for example, narrative, explanation, and
persuasion.

[ can retrieve information from non-fiction texts.

[ can build on others’ ideas and opinions about a text in discussion.

Year 4 Greater Depth in Reading

[ can locate and use information from a range of sources, both fiction and non- fiction.

[ can compare fictional accounts in historical novels with the factual account.

[ can appreciate the bias in persuasive writing, including articles and advertisements.

[ can talk widely about different authors, giving some information about their backgrounds and
the type of literature they produce.

[ can use inference and deduction to work out the characteristics of different people from a
story.

[ can compare the language in older texts with modern Standard English (spelling, punctuation
and vocabulary).

[ can skim, scan and organise non-fiction information under different headings.

[ can refer to the text to support my predictions and opinions.

[ can recognise complex sentences.

[ can show awareness of the listener through the use of pauses, giving emphasis and keeping up



an appropriate pace so as to entertain and maintain interest.

A Year 5 Reader at RCSAT

Word Reading

[ can apply my knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read aloud and to understand the
meaning of unfamiliar words.

[ can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound.
[ attempt pronunciation of unfamiliar words drawing on prior knowledge of similar looking words.

[ can re-read and read ahead to check for meaning.

Comprehension

[ am familiar with and can talk about a wide range of books and text types, including myths, legends and
traditional stories and books from other cultures and traditions. I can discuss the features of each.

I can read non-fiction texts and identify the purpose, structure and grammatical features, evaluating how
effective they are.

[ can identify significant ideas, events and characters; and discuss their significance.

[ can recite poems by heart, e.g. narrative verse, haiku.

[ can prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through
intonation, tone, volume and action.

I can use meaning-seeking strategies to explore the meaning of words in context.

[ can use meaning-seeking strategies to explore the meaning of idiomatic and figurative language.

[ can identify and comment on a writer’s use of language for effect. for example, precisely chosen
adjectives, similes and personification.

[ can identify grammatical features used by the writer (rhetorical questions, varied sentence lengths,
varied sentence starters, empty words) to impact on the reader.

[ can draw inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions.
[ can justify inferences with evidence from the text.

[ can make predictions from what has been read.

[ can summarise the main ideas drawn from a text.

I can identify the effect of the context on a text; for example, historical context or other cultures.

[ can identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to the meaning of a text.

[ can express a personal point of view about a text, giving reasons.

[ can make connections between other similar texts, prior knowledge and experience.

[ can compare different versions of texts and talk about their differences and similarities.

[ can listen to and build on others’ ideas and opinions about a text.

I can present an oral overview or summary of a text.

[ can present the author’s viewpoint of a text.

I can present a personal point of view based on what has been read.

[ can listen to others’ personal point of view.

[ can explain a personal point of view and give reasons.

[ know the difference between fact and opinion.

[ can use my knowledge of structure of text type to find key information.

[ can use text marking to identify key information in a text.

[ can make notes from text marking.

Greater Depth in Reading

[ can express opinions about a text, using evidence from the text, giving reasons and explanations.
(Point, evidence, explanation)

[ can adapt my own opinion in the light of further reading or others’ ideas.

[ can identify formal and informal language .

[ know the features of different narrative text types, for example, adventure, fantasy, myths.

I can compare texts by the same writer.

[ can compare texts by different writers on the same topic.



[ can summarise key information from different texts.

[ can empathise with different characters’ points of view.

[ can infer meaning using evidence from the text and wider reading and personal experience.

[ can explain how a writer’s use of language and grammatical features have been used to create effects
and impact on the reader.

[ can explain how punctuation marks the grammatical boundaries of sentences and gives meaning.

[ know how the way a text is organised supports the purpose of the writing.

[ can use scanning and text marking to find and identify key information.

A Year 6 Reader at RCSAT

Word Reading

[ can apply my knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read aloud and to understand the
meaning of unfamiliar words.

[ use my combined knowledge of phonemes and word derivations to pronounce words correctly, e.g.
arachnophobia.

[ attempt the pronunciation of unfamiliar words drawing on my prior knowledge of similar looking
words.

I can read fluently, using punctuation to inform meaning.

Comprehension

[ am familiar with and can talk about a wide range of books and text types, including myths, legends and
traditional stories and books from other cultures and traditions. I can discuss the features of each.

I can read books that are structured in different ways.

I can recognise texts that contain features from more than one text type.

[ can evaluate how effectively texts are structured and presented.

[ can read non-fiction texts to help with my learning.

[ read accurately and check that [ understand.

[ can recommend books to others and give reasons for my recommendation.

I can identify themes in texts.

I can identify and discuss the conventions in different text types.

[ can identify the key points in a text.

[ can recite a range of poems by heart, e.g. narrative verse, sonnet.

[ can prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through
intonation, tone, volume and action.

[ can identify and comment on the writer’s choice of vocabulary, giving examples and explanation.

[ can identify and explain how writers use grammatical features for effect; for example, the use of short
sentences to build tension.

I can show awareness of the writer’s craft by commenting on use of language, grammatical features and
structure of texts.

[ can express a personal point of view about a text, giving reasons linked to evidence from texts.

[ can raise queries about texts.

[ can make connections between other similar texts, prior knowledge and experience and explain the
links.

[ can compare different versions of texts and explain the differences and similarities.

[ listen to others’ ideas and opinions about a text.

[ can build on others’ ideas and opinions about a text in discussion.

[ can explain and comment on explicit and implicit points of view.

[ can summarise key information from different parts of a text.

[ can recognise the writer’s point of view and discuss it.

[ can present a personal point of view based on what has been read.

[ can present a counter-argument in response to others’ points of view.

[ can provide reasoned justifications for my views.

[ can refer to the text to support opinion.



e [ can distinguish between statements of fact and opinion.

e I can find information using skimming to establish the main idea.
e I can use scanning to find specific information.

e [ can text mark to make research efficient and fast.

e [ can organise information or evidence appropriately.

Greater Depth in Reading
e I can explain the structural devices used to organise a text.

[ can comment on the structural devices used to organise the text.

[ can read several texts on the same topic to find and compare information.

[ can explain the main purpose of a text and summarise it succinctly.

[ can draw inferences from subtle clues across a complete text

[ can recognise the social, historical and cultural impact on the themes in a text.

e [ can comment on the development of themes in longer novels.

e [ can compare and contrast the styles of different writers with evidence and explanation.

e [ can evaluate the styles of different writers with evidence and explanation.

e [ can prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, using body language, tone, pitch and
volume to engage the audience.

e [ can compare and contrast the language used in two different texts.

e I can identify the grammatical features/techniques used to create mood, atmosphere, key messages,
attitudes.

e [ can evaluate the impact of the grammatical features/techniques used to create mood, atmosphere, key
messages, attitudes.

e [ can identify how writers manipulate grammatical features for effect.

e I can analyse why writers make specific vocabulary choices.

I can give a personal response to a range of literature and non-fiction texts, stating preferences and

justifying them.

[ can explain how and why a text has impact on a reader.

[ can identify how characters change during the events of a longer novel.

[ can explain the key features, themes and characters across a text.

I can compare and contrast characters, themes and structure in texts by the same and different writers.

I can explain the author’s viewpoint in a text and present an alternative point of view.

[ can explain an opinion, referring to the text to justify it; (Point, evidence, explanation).

[ can present a counter-argument in response to others’ points of view using evidence from the text and

explanation (Point, evidence, explanation)

[ can use a combination of skimming, scanning and text marking to find and collate information.

e I canre-present collated information.




