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RCSAT Curriculum Overview 2021 
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE  

Matthew 5:16 
 

 
Article 29: Children’s education should develop each child’s personality, talents and abilities to the fullest. It 
should encourage children to respect others, human rights and their own and other cultures. It should also help 
them learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect other people. 

 
Our Curriculum Policy details our intent behind our curriculum, how we implement it and our desired impact. 
At RCSAT, the school curriculum consists of all those activities designed or encouraged within its organisational 
framework to provide the intellectual, emotional, personal, social, spiritual and physical development of all its 
pupils. It includes not only the subject specific curriculum but also the ‘informal’ programme of enrichment and 
extra-curricular activities.  
 
The curriculum at RCSAT, developed over a number of years, is firmly rooted in and stems directly from our 
Vision, Mission and Core Values.  
 
Our Vision – ‘Let your Light shine’ Matthew v5:16 
 
Our Mission – ‘A Caring Christian Family Where We Grow Together’  
 
Our Core Values – WE aim to create an enjoyable, inclusive, safe, and nurturing environment that allows all 
children to develop spiritually, morally and socially. – every child is a child of God, made to contribute to our 
world. 
 
We aim to create an inspiring environment, which encourages enthusiasm for lifelong learning and establishes 
an expectation of high standards – knowing the way, showing the way and going the way. 
 
We aim to encourage caring, sensitive, and inclusive attitudes where individuals feel secure, valued and 
respected by others. – like Jesus showed us through his teachings. 
 
We aim to provide a broad and connected curriculum which challenges and develops the potential of each child 
– as Jesus needed his disciples to support and guide, so we look to others with more knowledge. 

 
We aim to develop a positive relationship between home, school and our wider community - as a family – as 
brothers and sisters. 
 
 
 

The RCSAT curriculum is designed to: 
 
Embody - the Christian values we live by 

 
Enable – all children to flourish in mind, 

body and spirit 
 

Ensure – that all pupils are given the 
experiences to ‘Let their Light Shine.’ 
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Intent: 
The schools within RCSAT are strongly committed to helping our children grow and develop the skills required 
to be successful in life. Our curriculum is designed to promote every child’s individuality giving them the skills, 
knowledge and understanding to prepare them for the future. At RCSAT, our Connected Curriculum is planned 
around the development of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding. We ensure a curriculum that nurtures 
fascination and imagination and promotes an appreciation of creativity & individuality. One that also works in 
strong partnership with parents and carers to ensure high standards, engendering a strong sense of community, 
where all children and families are key to the delivery of a challenging, inspirational and innovative curriculum.  
 
As a trust, we provide varied opportunities throughout their time with us, which promote independent, 
interactive and collaborative learning that builds on the children’s natural curiosity and eagerness to learn. We 
teach children to aspire to be the best possible version of themselves through our key drivers.   
 
Our Key Drivers:  

• Inspirational and connected curriculum which instils a love of learning  

• Curiosity and appreciation of God’s world through our Christian Values 

• A culture of care for everyone in our community and in the world around us (RRSA, Global Learning, 
British Values) 

• Aspiring to become the best person God created us to be – Let your light shine (Matthew 5:16) 
 
Academic success comes through creativity and problem solving; responsibility and resilience, as well as physical 
development, well-being and mental health all being key elements in supporting the whole child through their 
learning journey.     Our curriculum also celebrates diversity and utilises the skills and knowledge of the 
community to enhance our curriculum while supporting the children’s emotional and spiritual development.    
 
Implementation: 
Our curriculum is driven by a desire to develop the whole child and therefore delivers much more than just the 
National Curriculum.   
 
Our connected curriculum provides opportunities for the children to learn about managing themselves, 
relationships and situations.     
 
Our curriculum is not simply a set of encounters from which children form ad hoc memories; it is designed to 
be remembered in detail – to be stored in our children’s long-term memories so that they can later build on it, 
forming an ever wider and deeper pool of knowledge.   
 
Our curriculum is connected.   It is planned vertically between year groups, horizontally within the academic 
year and diagonally to build on prior knowledge. 
 
Our connected curriculum stems from a key question linked to a specific concept which then underpins the 
children’s learning.   Knowledge around this concept is delivered through primary sources such as high-quality 
texts, music, art and technologies, enabling connections to be made across a range of National Curriculum 
subjects.   Our teachers skillfully plan to ensure the children in their class experience a curriculum that inspires 
a love for learning. 
 
Our curriculum is predominantly organised around rich and engaging, high-quality texts, making links and 
connecting to all curriculum areas where relevant. There is always an overarching text which connects the 
curriculum across the school. Beneath which sit key texts in each year group.  Subject leads ensure progression 
and coverage of knowledge, skills and understanding are weaved into a meaningful and cohesive curriculum 
drawing in learning based on local, national and international events.  
 
Medium term plans outline the learning to take place for the term and are developed as mind maps using the 
phrases; As Artists, As Geographers, As Historians, As Writers, As Readers, As Mathematicians, As Musicians, As 
Programmers, As Designers, As Performers, As respectful, responsible citizens to frame ideas and concepts to 
be taught. The core basic skills of English and Maths are planned and delivered to reflect the National 
Curriculum 2014 changes and many elements of the new statutory orders are reflected in our practice.  
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We also feel that the following are necessary to support the implementation of our connected 
curriculum:  
 
Learning Environment – We work hard to make sure that our learning environment supports the 
development of the whole child both inside, outside and beyond. Our classrooms are well organised and 
resourced allowing children to choose resources independently to support their learning.    Our outdoor areas 
have been developed to enhance our connected curriculum with developments such as: running paths, outdoor 
stage, mini woodland, outdoor reading provision, wilderness area and forest schools. This enables pupils to 
explore at break and lunch-times and gives teachers a range of resource to tap into to support teaching and 
learning at various points within the year.  
 
Learning Partners – It is important that as a school we engage with external partner, locally, nationally and 
internationally to bring added dimensions to our curriculum offer. We partner with artists, musicians, coaches, 
poets, cultural organisations, engineers, other schools to bring expertise and difference to our curriculum offer. 
These may be short term projects over a few weeks or much longer endeavours. It is through these 
partnerships that we may light a spark of interest, enthusiasm and passion within our children that they may 
carry forward with them into their future lives and schooling.  
 
New Pedagogies – As we continue to develop our curriculum, our approach to teaching and learning also 
develops. We take a blended learning approach where multiple disciplines will be touched upon within a 
lesson. It may be a ‘Science’ based lesson where problem solving, maths, literacy and art disciplines are 
enveloped within the taught session. Project based inquiry learning coupled with direct instruction ensure that 
our curriculum is relevant and provides children with opportunities to develop the skills of communication, 
collaboration, critical thinking, citizenship and creativity whilst also building their own character.  
 
Impact:  
Through our connected approach: 

• Our children will have the capacity to control and express their emotions and handle interpersonal 
relationships whilst keeping themselves safe. 

• Our children will become confident and successful lifelong learners, demonstrating the 
Christian Values to ensuring they let their individual lights shine as they make the right choices 
about their learning. 

• Our curriculum has an ambition for high achievement of all pupils irrespective of their 
background or starting point. 

• Our curriculum promotes a love of learning. 
 
The curriculum also includes those features which produce the school's ethos (i.e. the ‘hidden curriculum’) 
such as the quality of relationships and the values exemplified by the way the school sets about its task. 
Our aim is to provide a curriculum which will firstly expand the pupil’s knowledge, experience and imaginative 
understanding, and thus his/her awareness of moral and Christian values and capacity for enjoyment, and 
secondly, enable the pupil to enter the world after formal education is over as an active participant in society 
and a responsible contributor to it, capable of achieving as much independence as possible. 

 
There is an Act of Worship every day. Worship is a time where we come together to reflect on the school’s 
vision and to learn about the ‘person, love & work of Jesus’ which is central to the school’s vision and curriculum 
The daily Act of Worship promotes the Christian and Learning values which permeate the ethos of the school. 
As such, Worship is an essential part of the school day and the contributions of staff, pupils, clergy and other 
visitors are valued highly. 
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Why is English Important?  
English is a vital way of communicating in school, in public life and internationally.   Literature in English is rich 
and influential, reflecting the experience of people from many countries and times.   In studying English pupils 
develop skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing.   It enables them to express themselves creatively and 
imaginatively and to communicate with others effectively.   Pupils learn to become enthusiastic and critical 
readers of stories, poetry and drama as well as non-fiction and media texts.   The study of English helps pupils 
understand how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins.   Using this knowledge pupils 
can choose and adapt what they say and write in different situations.  
 
RCSAT’s Vision for Writing - On completion of the Writing curriculum our pupils will have developed:  

• The ability to write fluently, purposefully and with detail on a number of topics throughout the 

curriculum.  

• A vivid imagination which makes readers engage with and enjoy their writing.  

• An impressive vocabulary and an excellent knowledge of writing techniques to extend details or 

description.  

• The ability to plan, draft, evaluate, revise, edit and publish writing.  

• Well-organised and structured writing which includes a variety of sentence structures.  

• Excellent transcription skills that ensure their writing is well presentedand punctuated, spelled 

correctly and neat.  

• A love of writing and an appreciation of its educational, cultural and entertainment values. 
 
Writing at Warmingham 
In order to encourage creativity and independence in writing we write for an extended period regularly 
throughout the school following a writing cycle approach.  This allows teachers to assess progress and evaluate 
personal short-term targets regularly.  

Our Writing Philosophy:  
• If a child can say it, a child can write it! 
• The talking voice is not the same as the writing voice. 

 
Our children are encouraged to: 

• Talk about their writing. 
• Find exciting words and use these in their writing. 
• ‘Borrow’ exciting words and phrases from other authors.  ‘WOW’ words. 
• Have a go at using interesting examples of punctuation. 
• Write for an extended period of time. 
• Re-read their own writing and find ways to make it better. 
• Understand what they need to do next to improve. 
• Use spelling, grammar and punctuation appropriate to their age and genre 
• We encourage our children to apply their writing skills in all areas of the curriculum and in homework 

activities. 
As part of our writing cycle children are given opportunities to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
particular genres.  We use the IPEELL structure to teach writing through genre-based projects.  Through the 
writing cycle children will experience frequent independent opportunities to write before completing a final 
piece which will be entered into their writing celebration books.  The writing in these books will show the 
child’s ability to apply the content, skills, grammar, features and spelling of each genre taught. 

Handwriting at Warmingham 
We develop handwriting using a progressive pre-cursive font called 'Nelson Handwriting'.   This supports 
children to join letters from an early age.  Our cursive handwriting starts from KS1 so that the children develop 
a pre-cursive style ready for formal joining.  Handwriting is evaluated when children complete work for their 
writing celebration books. 

Phonics and Spelling at Warmingham 
Phonics are taught using the ReadWriteInc. programme (Reception to Year 2) and the Babcock (Years 3 to Year 
6).  We use a combination of whole class teaching and group or individual work.  In Year 1 our children take the 
National Phonics screening Test.   
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YEAR 1 Transcription 
Spelling 

• I can identify known phonemes in unfamiliar words. 

• I can use syllables to divide words when spelling. 

• I use what I know about alternative phonemes to narrow down possibilities for accurate spelling. 

• I can use the spelling rule for adding‘s’ or ‘es’ for verbs in the 3rd person singular. 

• I can name all the letters of the alphabet in order. 
Handwriting 

• I can sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly. 

• I can form lower case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place. 

• I can form capital letters and digits 0-9. 
 
YEAR 2 Transcription 
Spelling 

• I can segment spoken words into phonemes and record these as graphemes. 

• I can spell words with alternatives spellings, including a few common homophones. 

• I can spell longer words using suffixes such as ‘ment’, ‘ness’, ‘ful’, ‘less’, ‘ly’. 

• I can use my knowledge of alternative phonemes to narrow down possibilities for 

accurate spelling. 

• I can identify phonemes in unfamiliar words and use syllables to divide words. 
Handwriting 

• I can form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. 

• I can begin to use some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters. 

• I show that I know which letters are best left unjoined. 

• I use capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one 

another and to lower case letters. 

• I use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 
 
YEAR 1 Composition 

• I can compose a sentence orally before writing it. 

• I can sequence sentences in chronological order to recount an event or experience. 

• I can re-read what I have written to check that it makes sense. 

• I leave spaces between words. 

• I know how the prefix ‘un’ can be added to words to change meaning. 

• I can use the suffixes ‘s’, ‘es’, ‘ed’, and ‘ing’ within my writing. 
 
YEAR 2 Composition 

• I can write narratives about personal experiences and those of others, both real and 

fictional. 

• I can write for different purposes, including real events. 

• I can plan and discuss the content of writing and record my ideas. 

• I am able to orally rehearse structured sentences or sequences of sentences. 

• I can evaluate my own writing independently, with friends and with an adult. 

• I can proof-read to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
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YEAR 1 Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
Word 

• I know regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es [for example, dog, dogs; wish, wishes], including the 
effects of these suffixes on the meaning of the noun 

• I know suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is needed in the spelling of root words 
(e.g. helping, helped, helper) 

• I know how the prefix un– changes the meaning of verbs and adjective [for example, unkind, or 
undoing: untie the boat] 

 
Sentence 

• I know how words can combine to make sentences. 

• I know how to join words and join clauses using and. 
Text 

• I can sequence sentences to form a narrative. 
Punctuation 

• I can separate words using finger spaces. 
• I can use capital letters to start a sentence. 
• I can use a full stop to end a sentence. 
• I can use a question mark. 
• I can use an exclamation mark. 
• I can use capital letters for names. 
• I can use ‘I’. 

 
Terminology – letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, sentence. punctuation, full stop, question mark,  
exclamation mark 
 
YEAR 2 Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
Word 

• I can form nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er and by compounding [for example, whiteboard, 
superman] 

• I can form adjectives using suffixes such as –ful, –less 

• I can use the suffixes –er, –est in adjectives and the use of –ly in Standard English to turn adjectives 
into adverbs 

Sentence 
• I understand subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co- ordination (using or, and, but) 
• I can use expanded noun phrases for description and specification [for example, the blue butterfly, 

plain flour, the man in the moon] 
• I understand how the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, 

question, exclamation or command 
Text 

• I correct choose and consistently use present tense and past tense throughout my writing 
• I use the progressive form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark actions in progress [for 

example, she is drumming, he was shouting] 
Punctuation 

• I can use capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences 
• I can use commas to separate items in a list 
• I can use Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in 

nouns [for example, the girl’s name] 
Terminology - Noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation, command, compound, suffix, adjective, 
adverb, verb, tense (past, present), apostrophe, comma 
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YEAR 1 Greater Depth in Writing 

• I can write short stories about something personal to me. 

• I can sequence a short story or series of events related to my learning in other lessons. 

• My writing makes sense to the reader without additional explanation. 

• I am confident in changing the way sentences start. 

• I can make sentences longer and use words other than ‘and’ and ‘then’ to join ideas together. 

• I can use new words for the first time in stories or explanations and I enjoy experimenting with new 

words. 

• I know which letters sit below the line and which are tall letters. 

• I am consistent in my use of lower case and capital letters. 

• I sound out spelling when I am not sure and I can come up with phonetically close attempts at  

spelling unfamiliar words. 

• I can spell almost all of the words in the Year 1 and 2 list accurately. 
 
YEAR 2 Greater Depth in Writing 

• My descriptions are clear enough for people to recognise what is meant, even when things are not 

named. 

• I use some phrases and words that I come across in reading. 

• I use words like ‘suddenly’ or ‘amazingly’, so that writing grips the reader’s interest. 

• My stories have interesting endings that have been carefully thought about. 

• I am consistent in using the first or third person. 

• I keep my writing interesting throughout and I am not be tempted to look at quick ways to finish it. 

• I check that capital letters, commas and question marks are used when needed and I attempt to use 

speech marks. 

• I use a dictionary to check the spellings of words. 

• I use specific nouns when needed, E.g ‘terrier’ instead of ‘dog’. 

• I take time to describe characters and events within stories, rather than move from one event to 

another. 
 
A Year 3 Writer at RCSAT 
Transcription 
Spelling 

• I can spell words with additional prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them to root words. 

• I recognise and spell homophones. 

• I can use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 

• I can spell words which are in a family correctly. 

• I can spell the commonly mis-spelt words from the Year 3/4 word list. 

• I can identify the root in longer words. 
 
Handwriting 

• I use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters. 

• I understand which letters should be left unjoined. 
 
Composition 

• I can discuss models of writing, noting its structure, grammatical features and use of vocabulary. 

• I can compose sentences using a wider range of structures. 

• I can write a narrative with a clear structure, setting, characters and plot. 

• I can produce non-narrative writing using simple organisational devices such as headings and sub-

headings. 

• I can suggest improvements to my own writing and that of others. 

• I can make improvements to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation. 
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• I use a range of sentences with more than one clause by using a range of conjunctions. 

• I use the perfect form of verbs to mark the relationship of time and cause. 

• I can proof-read to check for errors in spelling and punctuation. 
 
Year 3/4 Statutory Spelling List 
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Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
Word 

• I can form nouns using a range of prefixes for example [super–, anti–, auto–]. 

• I understand the use of the forms ‘a or an’ according to whether the next word 

• begins with a consonant or a vowel [for example, a rock, an open box]. 

• I know word families based on common words, showing how words are related in form and meaning 
[for example, solve, solution, solver, dissolve, insoluble]. 

 
Sentence 

• I can express time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, 
because], adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore], or prepositions [for example, before, after, 
during, in, because of]. 

 
Text 

• I can use paragraphs as a way to group related material. 

• I can use headings and sub-headings to aid presentation. 

• I can use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past [for example, He has gone out to 
play contrasted with He went out to play]. 

 
Punctuation 

• I can use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
 
Terminology 

• Preposition 
• conjunction 
• word family 
• prefix 
• clause 
• subordinate clause 
• direct speech 
•  consonant 
• consonant letter 
• vowel 
• vowel letter 
• inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’) 

 
Greater Depth in Writing 

• I can use adjectives and adverbs with confidence and attempt to think of different ones to use in 

different situations. 

• I give careful thought to the planning of writing and re-read it as a matter of course. 

• I ensure that descriptions have just enough detail to help the reader gain a better understanding about 

the way the story is unfolding. 

• I use words that have not been used before when describing events, characters and feelings. 

• I can use powerful verbs to show character or add impact. 

• I can vary sentences, adding phrases to make the meaning more precise. 

• I can include descriptions of events and characters in a variety of styles and can sometimes use 

humour. 

• I can describe characters and include feelings and emotions where needed. 

• I can choose the most appropriate style of writing to suit the needs of the situations  

• I can check punctuation and use speech marks and apostrophes accurately. 
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A Year 4 Writer at RCSAT 
Transcription 
Spelling 

• I can spell words with prefixes and suffixes and can add them to root words. 

• I can recognise and spell homophones. 

• I can use the first two or three letters of a word to check a spelling in a dictionary. 

• I can spell the commonly mis-spelt words from the Year 3/4 word list. 
 
Handwriting 

• I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters. 

• I understand which letters should be left unjoined. 

• My handwriting is legible and consistent; down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; lines of 

writing are spaced sufficiently so that ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch. 
 
Composition 

• I can compose sentences using a range of sentence structures. 

• I can orally rehearse a sentence or a sequence of sentences. 

• I can write a narrative with a clear structure, setting and plot. 

• I can improve my writing by changing grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency.  

• I use a range of sentences which have more than one clause. 

• I can use appropriate nouns and pronouns within and across sentences to support cohesion and avoid 

repetition. 

• I can use direct speech in my writing and punctuate it correctly. 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
Word 

• I know the grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s. 

• I know the standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we 

were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done]. 
 
Sentence 

• I can expand noun phrases by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. 

the teacher expanded to: the strict maths teacher with curly hair). 

• I can use Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news]. 
 
Text 

• I can use of paragraphs to organise my ideas around a theme. 

• I can appropriately choose either pronoun or noun within and across. 

• sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition. 
 
Punctuation 

• I can use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma 

after the reporting clause; end punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]. 

• I can use apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names]. 

• I can use commas after fronted adverbials. 
 
Terminology 

• Determiner 

• Pronoun 

• possessive pronoun 

• adverbial 
 
 
 
 



12 

‘Let your Light Shine’ Matthew 5v16 
 

 

 

Greater Depth in Writing 

• I am prepared to carry out some research to find words that are particular to the event being written 

about. 

• I can check to see if there are any sentences that can be re-organised to give my writing a greater 

impact. 

• I can deliberately use short sentences to speed up action sequences. 

• I can use dialogue and reactions from other characters to make my characters interesting.  

• I can recognise when a simile may generate more impact than a metaphor, and vice versa. 

• I can recognise when it is reasonable to allow direct speech to tell the reader more about an individual’s 

personality. 

• I can recognise that a combination of good adjectives, similes and metaphors may help create a 

powerful image of the characters I am writing about. 

• I know how to re-order sentences so that they create maximum effect. 

• I can vary my choice of pronouns correctly to refer to the first, second and third person, both singular 

and plural. 

• I can use commas or ellipses in order to create greater clarity and effect in my writing. 
 
A Year 5 Writer at RCSAT 
Transcription 
Spelling 

• I can form verbs with prefixes. 

• I can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs by adding a suffix. 

• I understand the rules for adding prefixes and suffixes. 

• I can spell words with silent letters. 

• I can distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused. 

• I can spell the commonly mis-spelt words from the Y5/6 word list. 

• I can use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both in a dictionary. 

• I can use a thesaurus. 

• I can use a range of spelling strategies. 
Handwriting 

• I can choose the style of handwriting to use when given a choice. 

• I can choose the handwriting that is best suited for a specific task. 
 
Composition 

• I can discuss the audience and purpose of the writing. 

• I can start sentences in different ways. 

• I can use the correct features and sentence structure matched to the text type we are working on. 

• I can develop characters through action and dialogue. 

• I can establish a viewpoint as the writer through commenting on characters and events. 

• I can use grammar and vocabulary to create an impact on the reader. 

• I can use stylistic devices to create effects in writing. 

• I can add well-chosen detail to interest the reader. 

• I can summarise a paragraph. 

• I can organise my writing into paragraphs to show different information or events. 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
Word 

• I can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes [for example, – 

• ate; –ise; –ify] 

• I can use verb prefixes [for example, dis–, de–, mis–, over– and re–] 
 
 
 
 



13 

‘Let your Light Shine’ Matthew 5v16 
 

 

 

 
Sentence 

• I can use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that, or an omitted relative 
pronoun 

• I can indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs [for example, perhaps, surely] or modal verbs [for 
example, might, should, will, must 

Text 

• I can use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for example, then, after that, this, firstly] 

• I can link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [for example, later], place [for example, 
nearby] and number [for example, secondly] or tense choices [for example, he had seen her before] 

Punctuation 

• I can use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 

• I can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 
Terminology 

• modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash cohesion, ambiguity 
 
Greater Depth in Writing 

• I can use paragraphs to structure the plot in narrative writing, showing changes in time, place and 

events. 

• I can use changes in time and place to guide the reader through the text. 

• I can use paragraphs to organise information logically and shape a non-fiction text effectively. 

• I can sustain and develop an idea within a paragraph, introducing it with a topic sentence. 

• I can close text with reference to its opening. 

• I can re-order sentences to create an impact on the reader. 

• I can use expanded noun phrases to add well thought out detail to writing. 

• I can use punctuation to clarify the meaning of sentences e.g. commas to mark phrases and clauses. 

• I can use dialogue effectively and punctuate it accurately. 
 
A Year 6 Writer at RCSAT 
Transcription 
Spelling 

• I can convert verbs into nouns by adding a suffix. 

• I can distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused. 

• I can spell the commonly mis-spelt words from the Y5/6 word list. 

• I understand that the spelling of some words need to be learnt specifically. 

• I can use any dictionary or thesaurus. 

• I use a range of spelling strategies. 
Handwriting 

• I can write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by choosing which shape of a letter to use when 

given choices and deciding, as part of my personal style, whether or not to join specific letters. choosing 

the writing implement that is best suited for the task. 
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Composition 

• I can identify the audience for and purpose of the writing. 

• I can choose the appropriate form and register for the audience and purpose of the writing. 

• I use grammatical structures and features and choose vocabulary appropriate to the audience, purpose 

and degree of formality to make meaning clear and create effect. 

• I use a range of sentence starters to create specific effects.  

• I can use developed noun phrases to add detail to sentences. 

I use the passive voice to present information with a different emphasis. 

• I use commas to mark phrases and clauses. 

• I can sustain and develop ideas logically in narrative and non-narrative writing. 

• I can use character, dialogue and action to advance events in narrative writing. 

• I can summarise a text, conveying key information in writing. 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
Text 

• I can link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a word or 
phrase, grammatical connections [for example, the use of adverbials such as on the other hand, in 
contrast, or as a consequence], and ellipsis 

• I can use layout devices [for example, headings, sub-headings, columns, bullets, or tables, to structure 
text] 

 
Punctuation 

• I can use the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent clauses [for 
example, It’s raining; I’m fed up] 

• I can use the colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons within lists 

• Punctuation of bullet points to list information 

• I can use hyphens to avoid ambiguity [for example, man eating shark versus man-eating shark, or 
recover versus re-cover] 

Terminology 

• subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points 
 
Greater Depth in Writing 

• I can choose the appropriate style and form for the purpose and audience of my writing. 

• I can use techniques to engage the reader, for example, personal comments, opening hook, flashback. 

• I can write paragraphs with a clear focus. 

• I can write paragraphs with different structures and lengths. 

• I can link ideas within and between paragraphs with a range of cohesive devices, for example, 

connecting adverbs/adverbials, use of pronouns. 

• I can use different sentence structures and lengths to suit the purpose and audience of my writing. 

• I can use a range of sentence types for impact and specific effect on the reader. 

• I can control complex sentences, manipulating the clauses to achieve specific effects. 

• I can use punctuation to convey and clarify meaning, including the colon and semi-colon. 

• I can make precise and specific word choices according to the text type and audience. 

• I can summarise longer texts precisely, identifying the key information. 

• I can use the passive voice confidently, for example, to create suspense, or in a science investigation, or 

an historical or geographical report. 

• I can use the subjunctive in the most formal writing to express a wish or a suggestion for the future. 
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